The Middle Jurassic Brent Group sediments and their correlatives on the Norwegian shelf are, in economic terms, the most important hydrocarbon reservoir in NW Europe. In 1971 the Brent Field was discovered by Shell/Esso and tested in 1972 with 1.8 billion barrels of recoverable oil; nine major Brent sandstone fields were discovered by the end of 1973 (Brennand et al. 1990) . In 1980 the northern North Sea (overwhelmingly comprising fields with Brent Group reservoirs) was ranked as the 13th largest petroleum province in the world, containing 1.6% of produced and recoverable oil equivalent reserves (Ivanhoe 1980) . By 1988, discovered Brent hydrocarbons comprised some 49% of the UK's recoverable reserves, totalling 22.5 billion barrels of oil equivalent. Brent recoverable hydrocarbons currently known in the Norwegian sector add approximately 8 billion barrels of oil equivalent (Brennand et al. 1990) . Now that the UK Brent Province has reached maturity in exploration terms, this book provides a timely review of the geology and petroleum geology of one of the worlds major petroleum reservoirs. The book provides a wide-ranging coverage of Brent Group geology, including exploration history, structural evolution, sequence stratigraphy, sedimentology, diagenesis, palynology, hydrocarbon generation and migration, and petrophysics. Accounts of the geology of individual Brent Group fields are not included, as these are available in the books of Spencer et al. (1986) and Abbotts (1991). The book shows that despite the long passage of time since the original discovery was made, over 20 years ago, and despite the subsequent drilling of several hundred exploration and development wells, major controversies still exist, particularly over the depositional environment and diagenetic models.
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The book commences with Bowen drawing upon his records and personal experience to outline the depositional history of the Brent Province, and to discuss future exploration potential. Although the Brent Group was originally interpreted to have been deposited during a period of active rifting and basin subsidence, Yielding et al. show that the major phase of rifting occurred earlier, with the Brent deposited during a thermal subsidence phase.
Several papers deal with the sedimentological framework of the Brent Group, beginning with the review by Riehards. Although the original interpretation of the sequence as 'deltaic' (Bowen 1975 ) is still broadly acceptable, the book illustrates the controversy over the precise setting of Brent Group deposition. Cannon have dealt with this problem by using a combination of sedimentology, sequence stratigraphy and palynology: the earlier paper by Eynon (1981) may be considered a forerunner of this approach. These have provided a series of palaeogeographical 'snapshots', rather than one individual palaeogeography. The differences between the models depend to a large extent upon the interpretation of palynological events, so that the discussions by Williams and Whitaker After the depositional facies, the most important individual process affecting the quality of Brent reservoirs is diagenesis. Past and current research activity is reflected by the inclusion of seven papers on this topic, which again demonstrate a lack of concensus of opinion. Giles et al, and Bj0rlykke et al. provide the first regional syntheses of Brent sandstone diagenesis, both of which make use of extensive data sets acquired from the British and Norwegian sectors respectively. Both these papers identify good correlations between cement abundances and present-day subsidence depth, implying that burial is the main control on diagenetic cementation and inferring that pore fluid movement is of minor importance. By contrast, the other papers all invoke a degree of pore fluid movement during cementation. Hogg et al. utilize new cathode luminescence instrumentation to identify growth zones within quartz overgrowths, the major porosity-reducing cement. Haszeidine et al. combine petrographic, isotopic and geological information to consider the importance of open and restricted porefluid movement in Brent diagenesis. Hamilton et al. critically examine the evidence for dating cementation by illite, the major permeabilityreducing cement. The remainder concentrate on particular aspects or geographical areas. Both Glasmann and Harris examine feldspar diagenesis and its influence on present-day rock mineralogy.
One paper deals with the important aspect of petroleum generation and migration. Larter & Horstad discuss the secondary migration of hydrocarbons through very restricted pathways and carrier beds into the Gullfaks structure of the Norwegian sector. Finally, two papers bridge the gap between geologist and petroleum engineer: Kantorowiez et al. draw on experience of producing Brent fields to predict reservoir properties in the Pelican Field area, and Moss describes and interprets the petrophysical properties of Brent sandstones in a geological context.
